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Rick LeBlanc  

G ood day to everyone. Iôm Rick Le Blanc, President of 
OUC and one of its 3 Board members. Beginning as a ñgeneralò 

board member with the Director of Membership portfolio, I 

took on the added responsibility of President earlier this year. 

Iôve been diving for 6 years with SUCI (Scarborough 

Underwater Club Inc.) and am a certified Divemaster. My all-

time favourite dive (so far) is the wreck of the Forest City in 

Tobermory. 

 

This is my first ñPresidentôs Cornerò in ñOntario Diverò. Much 

has transpired in the more than 11 months since our Annual 

General Meeting and there is much to report. We thank Marlyn 

Smith of SWODA who took over from Chris Phinney as OUC 

Director of Sport Safety. David Taylor rounds out OUCôs 

Board as Director of Finance. There are 2 remaining vacancies 

on the board. Concerned divers who wish to volunteer for the 

board may email me at ouc.president@underwatercouncil.com  

 

At the 2011 AGM, there were 42 suggestions brought forth by 

the members in attendance for 2012. The Board included these 

suggestions in its 2012 planning session in March, and then 

assigned volunteer resources in order of greatest priority. We 

did not have enough volunteers to act on all suggestions. Here 

are the main points to the 2012 plan: 

 

Membership: 

¶ Reach out to clubs that have not yet joined. Explore inter-

club synergies such as training, dive season, club events, 

etc. 

¶ Develop a compelling Individual Membership Value 

Proposition through a tendering process addressed to 12+ 

insurance carriers 

¶ Revamp the Commercial Value Proposition with more  

up-to-date benefits 

¶ Send out renewal forms to existing commercial members 

with a newly designed pamphlet 

¶ Send out a mass mailing to potential commercial retailers, 

travel companies and charter operators 

 
ΦΦΦŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ  

 

OUR M ISSION  

¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻπ
ƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŎǳōŀ 
ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ  
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ 

 ǎŜƭŦ-ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΧΦΦ 
ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΗ 

mailto:ouc.president@underwatercouncil.com
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Sport Safety: 

¶ Continue to publish OUCôs ñOntario Scuba Incident & 

Prevention reportò with the aid of Ayisha Hassanali and Stephen 

Weir 

¶ Refresh OUCôs Scuba Diver Safety Awareness Program 

(SDSAP) for Fathom Five 

¶ Maintain the Liability Policy and Risk Management Document 

for Scuba Clubs 

¶ Place the Aviva Barth Memorial Program on hold until we have 

the volunteers needed to properly run the program 
 

Communications: 

¶ Maintain a social media presence such as Facebook 

¶ Maintain OUCôs website and look for ways to improve its user 

friendliness 

¶ Increase our media presence by using free on-line ads 

¶ Publish quarterly issues of OUCôs ñOntario Diverò newsletter 

¶ Implement reciprocal links of websites between OUC and its 

members 

¶ Continue to vet all communications with all levels of 

government 
 

To date, weôve made excellent progress towards executing our plan. 

Weôve implemented a shared Google club Calendar to communicate 

information on dives and events. Weôve also established regular club 

Presidentsô meetings to share opportunities and information amongst 

clubs. Weôre working on putting out OUCôs ñDive Ontario! Guideò to 

diving Ontario, and a web-site refresh is in the works as well.  

 

I look forward to continuing to represent OUC members and the 

greater Ontario Scuba Diving Community in 2013 and hope to dive 

with as many of you as I can! 

 

Thank you,  

  

Rick Le Blanc 

President and Membership Director 

Ontario Underwater Council 

  
 

ONTARIO DIVER 
© 2012 Ontario Underwater Council. All Rights Reserved. No 

reproduction of any part of this publication by any means is allowed 

without the prior and express written consent of the OUC Director of 

Communications or President 

ONTARIO UNDERWATER COUNCIL 
1 Concorde Gate, Suite 109 

Toronto, ON M3C 3N6 

Email: ouc@underwatercouncil.com 

Phone: (416) 426-7033 Fax: (416) 426-7280 

Brian Craig - Office Administrator 

Please send any Newsletter questions or comments to  

newsletter@underwatercouncil.com 

Please send any website questions or comments to  

webmaster@underwatercouncil.com 

OUC DIRECTORS 

Rick Le Blanc - President 
ouc.president@underwatercouncil.com 

 

Marlyn Smith - Director, Sport Safety 
ouc.safety@underwatercouncil.com 

 

David Taylor - Director, Finance 
ouc.finance@underwatercouncil.com 

 

Vacant - Director, Communications 
ouc.communications@underwatercouncil.com 

 

Vacant  - Director, Membership 
ouc.membership@underwatercouncil.com  

 

If you would like to volunteer to fill any of these vacant roles, please  

e-mail ouc.president@underwatercouncil.com  

PORTFOLIO COORDINATORS 

Raimund Krob 
OUC Advisor and Past President 

ouc.advisor@underwatercouncil.com 

Peter White 
OUC Advisor to Fathom Five 

ouc.fathom5@underwatercouncil.com 

David Noble 
Coordinator, OUC Dive Site Directories 

ouc.divedirectories@underwatercouncil.com 

OUC Webmaster 

webmaster@underwatercouncil.com 

Marianne Collins 
Coordinator, OUC Insurance Program 

ouc.insurance@underwatercouncil.com 

Ayisha Hassanali 
OUC Advisor, Sport Safety 

Stephen Weir 
OUC Advisor, Sport Safety and writer for Diver Magazine  

Lauren O'Keeffe 
Editor, Ontario Diver newsletter 

newsletter@underwatercouncil.com  

Marianne Collins 
Advisor to the Editor 

OUC REGIONAL COORDINATORS 
Vacancy for 2013 - Ontario East 1 

ouc.east1@underwatercouncil.com 

Wayne Plumb (November 2012) - Ontario East 2 
ouc.east2@underwatercouncil.com 

Joe Sildiryan - Ontario Central-East 
ouc.central-east@underwatercouncil.com 

Ken Boyce - Ontario Central-West 
ouc.central-west@underwatercouncil.com 

John Charest- Ontario West 
ouc.west@underwatercouncil.com 

Vacancy- Ontario North-West 
ouc.northwest@underwatercouncil.com 

Vacancy- Ontario South 
ouc.south@underwatercouncil.com 

Vacancy- Ontario North 
ouc.north@underwatercouncil.com 

If you would like to volunteer to fill these key positions,  
please e-mail ouc.president@underwatercouncil.com 

WELCOME! 

 

OUC would like to welcome Great Lakes 

Technical Divers to the growing ranks of 

OUC Member Scuba Clubs! 
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5ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ tǳƭƳƻƴŀǊȅ 9ŘŜƳŀ 
5ǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LƴǎƛŘŜ hǳǘ 
!ȅƛǎƘŀ Iŀǎǎŀƴŀƭƛ  

Immersion Pulmonary Edema (IPE)Immersion Pulmonary Edema (IPE)  is a phenomenon that has been gaining attention recently and is not yet well 
understood. It has afflicted exceptionally fit military endurance swimmers and triathletes as well as divers who are of 

average to poor fitness. Hypertension, pre-hypertensive findings, as well as cardiovascular dysfunction, have been 

associated with IPE. Asthma may also contribute to the development of IPE. While many people survive an episode, it is 

unknown how many deaths due to IPE are mistakenly attributed to drowning due to their similarities. IPE may therefore be 

under-reported. 

Immersion Pulmonary Edema is an accumulation of fluid in the air spaces of the lungs while in the water. There is a 

sensation of drowning in your own fluid, shortness of breath, an inability to breathe and hyperventilation. There tends to be 

a persistent, crackling cough; rattling, noisy breathing; and sometimes clear to pink, frothy sputum coughed up. The 

symptoms of IPE can be differentiated from Cardiorespiratory Decompression Sickness or the ñchokesò in a survivor by 

an absence of chest pain and the tendency for IPE to begin at shallower depths. A lung overexpansion injury can have 

similar symptoms, but occurs upon ascending, whereas the onset of IPE occurs before ascending. When a diver ascends, 

the surface does not necessarily provide 

relief. If the body lacks sufficient oxygen 

due to the accumulation of fluid in the air 

spaces of the lungs, confusion, loss of 

consciousness and even death can occur. 

What should be done in a diveWhat should be done in a dive --related related 
emergency?emergency?   
A diver suffering from the symptoms or 

signs of IPE or any diving-related illness 

needs to be administered oxygen 

continuously as soon as possible preferably 

with a Continuous Positive Airway 

Pressure (CPAP) device. Anything 

restricting breathing should be removed 

and Emergency Medical Services should be 

initiated (911 or CB Channel #9; VHF 

Channel #9 or #16). The Divers Alert 

Network should be contacted at 919-684-

9111 (collect calls accepted) for all diving 

related accidents and incidents and they 

will advise as necessary. CritiCall in Ontario can be called at 1-800-668-4357 by physicians or divers regarding SCUBA 

diving emergencies. The afflicted diver may require diuretics or further treatment, testing and observation at a hospital. 

Massive pulmonary edema (fluid in the lungs) reduces pulmonary compliance, the interaction between the heart, lungs, 

and blood circulation system. Pulmonary edema leads to acidosis, which is acidity of the blood, as well as hypoxemia, a 

decreased partial pressure of oxygen in the blood. Blood testing may show acidosis and hypoxemia. Pulmonary edema can 

be seen on a chest x-ray.           �������F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G 


